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History, Vision, Mission & Goal 
 

HISTORY 
Ear Candy Charity was founded in 2007 by Nate Anderson who came across a startling statistic: Arizona was dead last in 
per person educational funding in the country. As a music enthusiast, Nate began to research the effects such dismal funding 
levels had on music education in Arizonaõs public schools. What he found changed his life forever. In October of that year, 
Nate founded Ear Candy Charity as a 501(c) (3) Non-Profit dedicated to providing youth access to music education. He 
knew that music education is an essential component of well-rounded childhood education, and actively facilitates the 
development of confident, culturally enlightened members of society. 

In 2008, Ear Candy created Instrument Drives® to provide children in public schools with instruments they otherwise would 
not have access to. In the beginning, Instrument Drives® consisted of a few local businesses acting as donation sites. "Giving 
old instruments new life," was the call to action, and the community responded by donating hundreds of instruments. 
 
In 2010, Ear Candy took a crucial step forward by partnering with the Phoenix Fire Department to collect instruments at all 
57 Phoenix Fire Stations. This arrangement allowed Ear Candy to standardize the instrument collection process at a large 
number of donation sites evenly spread throughout Phoenix. At the same time, Ear Candy further expanded its services by 
developing BackStage Class® music field trips and creating partnerships with other nonprofit organizations to provide 
music programming. 
 
In just over 3 years, Ear Candy has become an innovative and 
award winning organization impacting over 10,000 youth 
annually. 
 

VISION 
Every child deserves to have an education rich in music! 
 

MISSION 
The mission of Ear Candy is to Provide Youth Access to Music 
Education! We accomplish this by using the following vehicles: 

Instrument Drives®: To address budget shortfalls in music 
programming, Ear Candy created Instrument Drives® to 
collect gently used instruments for children who otherwise could not afford them. Individuals simply drop their donation off 
at any Phoenix, Scottsdale, Tempe, Avondale, or Glendale fire station, and Ear Candy works collaboratively with schools 
to place them in the hands of low-income students. The original donor is then notified of the school or program where their 
instrument has been placed, and the Journey of the Instrument is complete. 
 
Backstage Class®: In order to further enrich the music education experience, Ear Candy hosts music field trips that provide 
children with once-in-a-lifetime opportunities and allow them to experience music in unique and impactful ways. The field 
trips are designed to be eye-opening events and have included outings to concerts, recording studios, radio stations, and 
instrument manufacturers, as well as sound checks and meet and greets with major recording artists. 

Community Partnerships: 
Traditional Music ProgrammingðEar Candy equips local organizations, such as the Phoenix Conservatory of Music, with 
music instruments and gear to provide traditional, after-school music programming to youth in the Phoenix area. This makes 
it possible to bring programs directly to children at the Boys & Girls Clubs, public libraries, and more. 

Music Therapyð Ear Candy has also teamed up with the Arizona State University School of Music Therapy and AZ Rhythm 
Connection to create the Community Music and Wellness Center, which hosts a variety of holistic music programming. 

GOAL 
Our goal is to Equip, Enlighten, and Empower youth: 

¶ Equip youth with the instruments they need to participate in a music program. 

¶ Enlighten youth by sharing the vast benefits of a life rich in music. 

¶ Empower youth to develop into culturally enlightened members of society. 



Left ð Ear Candy Founder / Executive Director - Nate Anderson 
Center ð Ear Candy Governing Board Chair ð Maria Brunner 

Right ð Guitar Legend ð Derek Trucks 

Chairwomanõs Letter  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We are excited to present to you the 2010 ð 2011 Annual Report for Ear Candy Charity.  The past few years have 
presented many challenges and opportunities resulting in an efficient and effective community driven organization proudly 
serving over 10,000 youth annually in the Phoenix area.  We have been persistent and dedicated to our strategic growth 
and most importantly to our mission of providing youth access to music education.  It is a true testament of resilience and 
passion from our staff, board members, and our volunteer group, the Roadies, who are creating amazing opportunities for 
the low-income youth we serve in the community. 
 
On the financial front, Ear Candy has done an amazing job of leveraging resources in the community while developing 
creative fundraising tactics to build the infrastructure necessary for the long haul.  We are confident that over time our 
efficiency in delivering the organizationõs mission will greatly increase giving our donors and supporters the utmost 
confidence of investing in Ear Candy.   

And speaking of supporters, we could not do it without them! We have shared our list of foundation, corporations and 
individuals who have supported us since inception as well as all of the schools and organizations we have been able to 
partner with to fulfill our mission. 

Ear Candy is clearly at an incredible tipping point and below are some of our highlights from the past year: 

10,000 Youth Impacted ð We set an audacious goal to impact over 10,000 youth in 2010.  At the beginning of the year 
we solidified a strong partnership with Phoenix Fire to utilize their 57 fire stations as donation sites for our Instrument 
Drives®.  The result of this great partnership allowed us to reach our goal two months early!  In 2011 we expanded our 
fire department partnership to Scottsdale, Tempe, Avondale and Glendale allowing us to collect instruments at over 80 
donations sites year round! 

Headquarters at ASU ð On October 1, 2010 we officially launched the Community Music & Wellness Program at Arizona 
State University.  This amazing partnership has allowed us to expand our community partnership offerings as well as have 
an incredible headquarters equipped with spacious offices and flexible program spaces.  We work closely with ASU 
faculty and students to offer new programs such as music therapy to populations previously not served by Ear Candy. 

Moody Blues ð We have had great experiences working with several major artists in the past, but none on the level of The 
Moody Blues who have sold nearly 100 million records over the course of their 40 year career.  Ear Candy partnered with 
the band on their Precious Cargo Tour and hosted Instrument Drives® in twelve cities around the country.  It was an 
incredible chance to explore expansion models weõve been developing. 

Staff ð Ear Candy has been completely reliant upon the help of 
volunteers since the organization began in 2007.  In the last fiscal 
year we were able to bring on two incredible team members from 
the Public Ally AmeriCorp program and most recently hired our 
first full-time employees including our Founder / Executive Director, 
Nate Anderson and our Development Director, Ian Feiler. 

We are on the cusp of debuting Ear Candy 2.0, which will be the 
next evolution of all of our mission delivery vehicles allowing us to 
impact significantly more youth.   
 
Thank you for your continued support!  Music is OUR Future! 
 
Sincerely, 

Maria Brunner 
Ear Candy Governing Board Chair 
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The Moody Bluesõ Justin Hayward with Ear Candyõs Founder, 

Nate Anderson, and Development Director, Ian Feiler 

Community Impact 
Ear Candy is proud of continually increasing the number of 
youth benefitting from our mission through Instrument Drives®, 
Backstage Class® field trips, and Community Partnership 
programs.  We rely on the school teachers to measure the 
impact of the instruments we place with their programs.  
Many instruments have an individual effects like a clarinet or 
a saxophone, while drum sets and pianos are communal 
instruments being used by many students, and thus have a 
larger impact.  Ear Candy measures impact from our field 
trips and community partnership programs by simply counting 
the number of youth being served. 
 
The graph on the right displays our impact since 2009, and 
below are program highlights in the last fiscal year. 
 
 

Instrument Drives® 
Ear Candy has built a community driven solution to providing 
youth access to music education through our successful 
Instrument Drive® program where we encourage individuals to 
donate their gently used instruments which ultimately are 
placed with music programs serving low-income youth.  This 
initiative would not be anywhere near as successful if we did 
not have strong partnerships with the Phoenix, Avondale, 
Glendale, Tempe & Scottsdale Fire Stations.  This network of 
over 80 fire stations provide convenient drop off locations for 
donors willing to give their Old Instruments, New Life! 
 
Throughout the past year Ear Candy has impacted thousands 
of youth by donating hundreds of instruments with the help of 
our fire fighter pals.   
 
òBeing involved with a musical instrument has touched my life, 
and I just want to give that back to the students.  They have something to look forward to when they go to school."  

- Alex Keene,  
Band Teacher, Orangewood Elementary  

 
 
 

Instrument Drives® with The Moody Blues 
Timeless rock stars The Moody Blues paid it forward throughout 
their Voyage 2011 Precious Cargo tour, by teaming up with Ear 
Candy to host week-long Instrument Drives® in twelve cities to 
support area music programs in: New Orleans, Austin, Houston, 
Kansas City, Denver, Phoenix, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Portland, Minneapolis & Milwaukee.  
 
Instrument donations were collected by community partners leading 
up to the bandõs performances in each market and the instruments   
were given to various in-school and after-school music programs  

 
 
 
 
 

Fire Pal Dave from Phoenix Fire speaking at 

Orangewood Elementary 

Youth Impacted 

 

http://moodybluestoday.com/
http://www.moodybluestoday.com/index.cfm/pk/content/pid/401891


 

The Moody Blues (cont.)  
serving low income youth. The partnership helped impact hundreds of youth outside of Arizona while providing valuable 
lessons for the organization as we explore expansion. 
 
 òAll three of us (The Moody Blues) know when we were kids how much we wanted instruments and how little our parents could 
afford to buy a decent guitar.ó 

- Justin Hayward 
Lead Singer, The Moody Blues 

 
òIf you can just get a hold of an instrument, it does not matter how much it costséas long as itõs one you can fall in love with, 
itõs one that you associate your life with.ó 

- John Lodge 
Bassist, The Moody Blues 
 

Backstage Class® 
In the past year we have been able to inspire hundreds of 
youth through unique music-based field trips - Backstage 
Class®.  Whether youth are learning how a concert 
actually happens at a venue, or seeing firsthand how 
instruments are made, or exploring the inner workings of a 
radio or recording studio, or touring the impressive 
Musical Instrument Museum, our goal is to provide an 
avenue for them to uncover their way of combining their 
passion with their skills to pursue a life they can be proud 
of. 
 
"The tour that I gave that day was the most enjoyable and 
rewarding tour I have ever given. The students were just 
awesome and their interaction demonstrated not only their 
interest, their knowledge and eagerness to learn, but 

also the potential they have to grow into valuable adults. 
Please tell them that I wish each and every one of them the 
very best for their future." 

- Tour Guide, Musical Instrument Museum 
 
 

Community Music & Wellness Program at Arizona State University 
In October 2010, Ear Candy moved into its headquarters at Arizona State University and kicked off an amazing 
partnership with ASU's Music Therapy Clinic, REMO Drums, AZ Rhythm Connection, and Higher Octave Healing. The 
program provides a wide variety of small group and individual music opportunities for community organizations, focusing 
on fostering health and wellness, leadership, positive social interaction and confidence, and musical skill building in the 
areas of drumming, percussion, guitar, voice and keyboard.  
 
 

 

Backstage Class with the Boston Brass and Arizona 

Academy of Performing Arts at Tempe Center for the Arts 

Rock Band program at the Community 

Music & Wellness Program 


